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Candle Lighting 7:02 PM

Parashat P’kudei 79
Exodus 38:21-40:38
Stone -p 530
Hertz - p 385
Etz Hayim-p 564

Special Maftir (Ha-Chodesh)
Exodus 12:1-20
Stone - p 348
Hertz - p 263
Etz Hayim -p 380

7TNN1I 71N 710!
Chazak chazak v-nit’cha’zek!
May we be strong and strengthen each other!

Haftarah (Ha-Chodesh)
Ezekiel 45:16-46:18
Stone-p 1218
Hertz -p 1001
Etz Hayim -p 1291

Kiddush following services is sponsored by
the congregation

Shabbat ends 8:03 PM

TRADITIONAL CONGREGATION
Rabbi Seth D Gordon - Rabbi.Gordon@yahoo.com
Marian S. Gordon, Executive Director -
traditionalcong@gmail.com

WEEKDAY AND SHABBAT SERVICES
Sunday - 8:30 AM
Tuesday - 6:30 PM
Shabbat - 9:30 AM

Board of Directors:
Governance Committee:
Florence Schachter, Chair
Marty Levy, Vice-Chair
Ken Bohm, Ellis Frohman, Ron Green, Dina Rinder

Ellis Frohman, Financial Vice President
Mark Weinstein, Ritual Vice President
Marty Levy/Mindy Strauss,
Education Co-Vice Presidents
Dina Rinder, Membership Vice President
Steven Puro, Administration Vice President
Chris Brown/Justin Zeid,
Building & Grounds Co-Vice Presidents
Ron Green, Fundraising Vice President
Barbara Levin, Treasurer
Mimi Levy, Secretary

Past Presidents: Kenneth H. Bohm, Phil Brick

Members at Large:

Maureen Brodsky ~ Stanley Estrin
Bill Gold Gary Golden
Stan Greenberg ~ Jack Heller
SidLevin  Arilevy
Carol Max Florence Schachter

We welcome new members!
If you or someone you know would like to receive
membership information,
please contact our office at 314-576-5230
or traditionalcong@gmail.com
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On This Week’s Torah Portion -P’kudei

When my fifth-grade teacher returned from a goodwill trip to China, she made a typical Chinese meal for her class, and told us
stories of what she'd seen and the people she'd met. One story that stayed in my heart was her description of how typical villagers
would prepare for a wedding. You see, in many of the small rural communities that she had visited, people lived in deep poverty and
resources had to be carefully set aside years in advance. Some families would actually set aside bricks, stacked up in a corner of
their yard, each year as their child grew up. Then, when the child became engaged, they would use these bricks to build the new
couple a simple home. It struck me that they would make such tangible preparations so early in life—that they were so focused
already on a wedding date set far in the future.

The narrative of Jewish history tells a similar tale. When the Jewish nation was still very, very young, we began setting aside
materials for our own marital home. Our forefather Jacob arrived in Egypt and quickly planted trees for constructing the Tabernacle,
the place where G-d would dwell together with us in a more intimate, revealed way than anywhere else on earth. Our wedding was
still hundreds of years, and hundreds of miles, away, but love and anticipation kept the event in sharp focus.

For weeks now, we've been reading in the weekly Torah portions about the culmination of efforts that began with the planting of
those trees in Egypt. We read how we were taken out of Egypt, made it to our wedding canopy on Mount Sinai and then received
instructions for how to properly construct a home for G-d, who is metaphorically referred to as the husband of the Jewish people.
This week we experience the final stages in establishing our home: Moses has finally given over to the Jewish people the instructions
he has received from G-d, and then the Tabernacle is built.

The Torah describes it as a labor of love. “Every man whose heart motivated him, whose spirit inspired him to give ... “ (Exodus
35:21). The detailed work involved in constructing not only the actual building, but the elaborate vessels that would be used in it, the
woven tapestries that would cover it, and the clothing worn by those who served in it, was an expression of the inner commitment of
each individual Jew to G-d.

The two portions that describe this, Vayak'hel and Pekudei (which in many years are indeed read as a single portion), are a kind of
call and response—a two-part love song between the Jews and G-d. As happens in any healthy, normal relationship, the outpouring of
true commitment and affection embodied in our efforts elicited a response from G-d.

“The cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of G-d filled the Tabernacle ... For the cloud of G-d would be on the
Tabernacle by day, and fire would be on it at night ... " (Exodus 40:34, 38)

The cloud of glory and fire that rested on the Tabernacle were manifestations of G-d revealing Himself to us. This was one of the
greatest expressions of love and intimacy we could possibly receive from Him.

Actually, G-d reveals Himself in this world all the time, but not in a way that we readily see Him. Instead, what we see is a
(relatively) small sampling of His capabilities. The millions of species that exist, the broad range of colors, sounds, smells, tastes,
even the emotions that we experience, together with all the other details of existence—all communicate to us details about G-d's
desire and, for lack of a better word, His talents. But they still don't communicate Him.

Yet there is another, less tangible way (for most of us, at least) that G-d reveals Himself in this world, and though less tangible, it
is the basis for our existence. This is the Divine energy or light referred to in Chassidut as sovev kol almin—the Transcendent Light.
Like an idea whose brilliance we aren't yet ready to grasp, it seems to hover just beyond reach. Yet in a moment of cosmic clarity, it
can suddenly be manifest in this world. That's what happened when we made the Tabernacle and anointed it. Suddenly, it was filled
with the remarkable glory of G-d.

This light which, for most of our lives, is beyond our grasp is the very source of our life, the conduit through which G-d re-creates
each and every one of us every nanosecond of our lives. As such, it is actually an expression of the deepest level of our relationship
with and dependence on G-d, yet we are so much less conscious of it than we are of the less intense, more intimate light that
animates this world in an obvious way.

But the lesson of these Torah readings on building the Tabernacle is also an instruction in how we can sensitize ourselves to this
light in our everyday lives. The Tabernacle is a microcosm of the world itself, indeed of man himself, and when we likewise turn our
self into a dwelling place for G-d, we may just catch a glimpse beyond what meets the eye, and succeed in making that transcendent
light a little more revealed in the world around us.

But like the Chinese villagers, we need to realize that homes aren't built in a day. It takes years of carefully adding to our
resources, of acquiring the necessary bricks of knowledge and good deeds. But if we stay focused on the goal, we just might
succeed in making Him feel at home.

Shabbat shalom,

Chana Kroll

Chana Kroll is an alumna of Machon Chana Yeshiva for Women in Crown Heights, Brooklyn.
Prior to moving to New York, she taught at a boarding school/shelter

for runaways and young people whose families were homeless.
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Rabbi Gordon

Sunday, March 30, 2025/ 070N
10:00-11:00 AM CDT R |-
on Zoom \ + ot

Registration is required: \{

https://bit.ly/41K9413
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PLEASE JOIN ME
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9:30 AM
Kiddush Luncheon following services
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If you plan to attend and haven’t yet RSVP’d,
please do so at
traditionalcong@gmail.com.

We look forward to celebrating with you!




Assembly Day is Sunday, April 27!

ad 2025

B Florence Gaponoff
Mother’s Day

Gift Bag Project

The greatest need is monetary donations
to purchase items.

- To donate, send check to Traditional Congregation
or go to:
https://www.traditional-congregation.org/donate
- Donate travel-size shampoo, conditioner, lotion,
soap/body wash, deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbush, dental floss.

- Women’s necklaces and bracelets in good, wearable
condition. NO earrings, rings, watches, tarnished or
broken jewelry, please.

- To donate the above items, bring to Traditional and
place in the wicker bin near the office door.

- Assembly day is Sunday, April 27!

- THANK YOU!
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MONDAY, APRIL 28
7:00-8:30PM

LIVE IN PERSON

DEBORAH BEN-ADERET  “EWISH FEDERATION OF ST. LOUIS -~ oo e cinoven cone

12 MILLSTONE GAMPUS DRIVE oo LDRENS AUTHOR/ADVOCATE
LIVE UN L100M
FREE ADMISSION
REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Register Now:

(>) https://www.baisabe.com/event/KibbutzZikimSupport
Due to the the natue of this talk, it is not appropriate for those under 15.

Presenting Sponsors

Y o ' O\ Jewish
K rermpie Emane BB\ Federation

Bais Abraham

Congregotlon a|Sh e


https://www.baisabe.com/event/KibbutzZikimSupport

PRAYER
All Israelites are siblings, responsible for one another.
If there be among you a needy person, do not harden your heart.

Shut not your hand to your needy siblings,
But surely open your hand to them.

Blessed are they who consider the poor;
God will deliver them in days of evil.

Speak for those who cannot speak for themselves,
For all who are threatened with destruction.

They who shut their ears to the cry of the needy,
Shall one day cry themselves, and not be answered.

They who give to the poor shall be blessed with abundance,
But they that hide their eyes shall themselves be in need.

They that are gracious to the needy, honor their Maker,
But they that oppress the poor, blaspheme God.

Let the poor rejoice in your joy; share with them your blessings.

Generous hearts shall be enriched, and they that
satisfy others shall be satisfied themselves.

They who give when well, their gift is gold;
They who give only when ill, their gift is silver;
They who give only in their wills, their gift is copper.

From You O God, comes our wealth,

And from Your own do we give You.
Unknown

THOUGHT FOR THE MOMENT OF SILENCE

Today | bent the truth to be kind and | have no regret, for | am far surer of what is kind

than|am of what is true.
Robert Brault






